
 N E W S  R E L E A S E 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jan. 12, 2017

Contact: Meghan Pembroke, communications director, 425-257-8687

24th annual Wendt and Mayor’s Arts Awards
Mayor Stephanson will honor recipients at ceremony on Feb. 9

EVERETT – The Everett Cultural Arts Commission has selected the recipients of the 24th annual
Wendt and Mayor’s Arts Awards. 

Mayor Ray Stephanson will honor the award recipients during a public celebration on Thursday, 
Feb. 9, at the Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue. Doors open at 6 p.m., and 
program begins at 7 p.m. All are welcome.

Richard Wendt Award of Excellence

Si Newland is the recipient of the Richard Wendt Award of Excellence for his extraordinary 
commitment to Everett’s arts community. Newland served on the City’s Cultural Arts 
Commission in the formative years, and then went on to serve for 12 years on the board of the 
Arts Council of Snohomish County as it transitioned into one of Everett’s leading anchor arts 
organizations, now known as The Schack Art Center.

The Wendt Award is given annually to a person or organization who has demonstrated 
outstanding support of the arts throughout their lifetime. The award is named for Dr. Richard 
Wendt, who passed away in 2007. Wendt was a long-time promoter of the arts in Everett and 
helped found the City’s Cultural Arts Commission and the 1% for the Arts program.

Mayor’s Arts Awards
In recognition of Everett’s growing arts scene, the Cultural Arts Commission created the 
Mayor’s Arts Awards to honor art educators, artists in the community, arts organizations and 
emerging artists that have made an impact on the Everett arts community.

This year’s Mayor’s Arts Award winners are:

 All Aboard, Art Changing Lives. All Aboard works with adults with special needs to 
enrich their lives through the arts. 

 Legacy of Honor, Bob Henry for positively transforming the lives of Everett High 
School students through theatre, 1958-1979.

 Arts Educator, Erica Weir for her achievements and contributions to arts education.

 Organization Making an Impact, Ryan Crowther of Everett Music Initiative for 
cultivating a vibrant music scene in Everett
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 Artist in the Community, Elizabeth Person for her artistic excellence and contributions 
to Everett’s cultural vitality.

Learn more
The Everett Cultural Arts Commission is composed of volunteer commissioners who are 
appointed by the Mayor. The mission of the commission is to initiate, sponsor, organize and 
promote cultural and artistic programs and services for the enrichment and enjoyment of the 
Everett community.

For more information, contact Carol Thomas, cultural arts manager, at 425-257-7101, or 
cthomas@everettwa.gov, or visit www.everettwa.gov/mayorsarts.
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