
A COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE TO THE 
HOUSING CRISIS

HOW IT AFFECTS EVERETT Housing is fundamental to everyone’s life. Every person needs
safe and stable housing. Housing needs also change during different periods in life. Over the past 
approximately ten years, a shortage of housing has caused a crisis that has swept the nation including 
the City of Everett. Although the crisis has affected all economic segments of the population, the most 
notable result of the shortage is the visible increase in homelessness throughout our region caused 
by a housing affordability problem at several household income levels. An immediate call to action by 
industries and institutions that influence housing production is necessary including local government 
and by looking at the way we think about housing in our community. We are in this together.

HOUSING UNITS NEEDED FOR GROWTH

HOUSING COSTS

HOUSING STOCK

INCOME NEEDED TO AFFORD HOUSING

CAUSES OF THE HOUSING SHORTAGE

= 1,000 
housing 
units

30,000 number of housing units needed
to be added in Everett from 2015 to 2035 
(To accommodate Growth Management Targets 
set by Puget Sound Regional Council)

162% 
housing 
cost 
increase 
since 1990 

92% Everett average household
income increase since 1990

$380,000 
2019 average 
purchase price 
of a single-family 
unit in Everett

50-67%
decline in 

low-rent 
housing in 

Snohomish 
county 

2011-2017

44% 
multi-
family 

units in 
Everett

56% 
single-
family 
units in 
Everett

44% 
home-

owners

56% 
renters

2.53 people per
owner-occupied 
households

2.27 people in
renter-occupied 

households

$119,300 annual salary
needed to purchase an 
average-priced single 
family residence in Everett

$36.53 hourly wage
needed to afford a 
two-bedroom rental in 
Snohomish County

3 full-time jobs at average
wage ($18.60/hr) are needed 
for a renter to afford market 
rate housing

everettwa.gov/rethinkhousing

LABOR 
construction 
trade labor 
force shortage

LAND 
“buildable 
land” inventory 
and density

LENDING rates
and lending practice 
changes since 
economic downturn

LUMBER 
high and 
unpredictable 
construction costs

$1,899 fair
market rent for 
a two-bedroom 
apartment in 
Snohomich County

$

231 annual average
units added in 
Everett between 
2011 and 2018

1,500 annual
average production 
needed to meet 
growth targets 

Attachment A

BAbleman
Sticky Note
Change to:A COMMUNITY RESPOONSE TO THE HOUSING CHALLENGES

BAbleman
Sticky Note
Change to:Safe and stable housing is fundamental to a thriving healthy community. Over the pas 10 years, short of housing has caused significant housing challenges nationwide and in Everett. The challenges have affected all economic segments of the community causing a crisis that is most visible in the increase of the homeless population. An immediate call to action by industries and institutions that influence production is necessary to ensure housing opportunities are available to all. This includes local government look at ways we think about and support housing in our community



everettwa.gov/rethinkhousing @everettcity

supportive 
housing

income-based  
rental housing

rent restricted  
rental housing

market rate  
rental housing homeownership

30% AMI 50% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI 125+% AMI100% AMI

HOUSING SPECTRUM lower housing costs require greater government intervention

NEW UNITS NEEDED BY 2035 TO ACCOMMODATE FOR POPULATION GROWTH IN EVERETT

DEFINITIONS

Affordability housing is considered affordable if no more than 30% of income is spent on 
housing costs, including utilities.

Area median income (AMI) the household income for the median household in the 
region. The 2019 AMI for Snohomish County is $108,600.

Cost-burdened The Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) determines a 
household to be cost-burdened if more than 30% of income is spent on housing.

Severely cost-burdened households that spend more than 50%.

Housing unit a single-family home, duplex, townhouse, condominium or apartment unit 
fit for habitation.

SOURCES
City of Everett Comprehensive Plan, City of Everett Permit Center Statistics, City of Everett Market 
Analysis, US Census, Snohomish County Assessor, Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard 
University, Washington State Office of Financial Management, Alliance for Housing Affordability

Rental: 
government  

support needed 

$33,200 max

Rental: 
government  

support needed

$55,350 max

Rental: 
government  

incentives 
needed

Ownership: 
subsidy or 
incentives 

needed

$88,250 max

Rental or ownership: 
permissive zoning or  

zoning flexibility needed

$135,750 max

Rental or 
ownership: 
market rate

more than 
$135,750

37,435 34,100 38,835 62,000 102,395
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ESTIMATED SNOHOMISH COUNTY HOUSEHOLDS TODAY

9,267 3,529 9,981

BAbleman
Sticky Note
This box should like up to the end of the 50% box

BAbleman
Sticky Note
This should line up starting at 60% and ending at 80%

BAbleman
Sticky Note
This box should start at the 100% box




