
CITY OF EVERETT RIGHT OF WAY TREE TRIMMING 
GUIDELINES 
 
Trees, shrubs and other types of vegetation that overhang the street or sidewalk along your property 
need to be maintained, trimmed and managed to allow free and full use of the street or sidewalk by 
the general public. 
 
The requirement of a continuous passage within the public sidewalk is intended to provide 
accessibility for persons with mobility impairments. Elements that overhang a public sidewalk are 
covered even though they may not arise from the public sidewalk. 
 
Tree branches are a particular hazard when they intrude into the required clear headroom of 7 feet. 
Headroom clearance applies across the entire width of a public sidewalk.  
 
The clearance standards are 16.5 feet above street areas from curb or 2 feet from road edge if no 
curb along street or alley. The clearance standards are 7 feet above any part of a sidewalk or 
pedestrian path area. 
 
 Examples of trees, shrubs and other types of vegetation in the right of way that need trimming. 
 

 
 

 
If you would like to request service or report a problem such as overgrown vegetation, you can contact 
our 24 hour line at 425-257-8821 or complete our online form. 
 
 
 

  PUBLIC WORKS  3200 Cedar Street  Everett  WA  98201  (425) 257-8800 

https://everettwa.gov/FormCenter/Public-Works-5/Public-Works-Service-Request-45
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