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Oct. 18, 2016

Councilmember Franklin shares thoughts on supportive housing

EVERETT - Last week, Councilmember Cassie Franklin shared her thoughts on the Safe Streets Supportive Housing project in a commentary in the Everett Herald. She thanks neighbors who participated in an Oct. 4 community meeting about the project and explains why she believes that building supportive housing is critical to addressing the needs of our community: 

“I believe our community members understand just how insurmountable this challenge will be if we do not act now to create more housing. They recognize that we’re already paying for these individuals through far more expensive and less effective means, such as emergency medical services and police response, jail and court bills, and impacts to service providers. Housing chronically homeless individuals is not only the humane thing to do for our neighbors, it is the most cost-effective long-term solution to a rapidly growing problem.”

You can read Councilmember Franklin’s entire commentary on the Herald’s website. We also recently updated our Safe Streets Supportive Housing webpage with new resources and answers to questions asked at the community meeting. 

Join us Oct. 25 for “Beyond the Streets”
You’re invited to hear more from Councilmember Franklin and other members of the Community Streets Initiative task force next Tuesday, Oct. 25, at 6:30 at the Historic Everett Theater. The “Beyond the Streets” event will focus on positive actions that are being taken to address homelessness, mental illness and addiction in Everett and Snohomish County, and provide a look at next steps the community can take. 

Other presenters include Mayor Ray Stephanson; Ed Peterson, chief strategic officer for HopeWorks; Rev. Alan Dorway, pastor at Everett First Presbyterian Church; Captain John DeRousse with Everett Police; and Julie Zarn, regional director of Emergency & Critical Care Services at Providence Regional Medical Center Everett.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Streets Initiative task force, a 23-member group comprised of business owners, residents, and nonprofit, faith-based and health care leaders, met for several months in 2014 to identify strategies for addressing street-level social issues in Everett. The task force issued their final report and recommendations in November 2014. Building supportive housing was a priority recommendation of the task force.

Learn more about the Community Streets Initiative or the Everett Safe Streets Plan.

Learn more:
For more information on the Community Streets Initiative, visit www.everettwa.gov/streetsinitiative. 
For more information on the Safe Streets Plan, visit www.everettwa.gov/safestreets. 
Sign up for email updates at www.everettwa.gov/notifyme.
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