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July 25, 2016

City releases video about Safe Streets work

Video highlights progress and collaboration among community partners

EVERETT – The City of Everett on Monday released a new video that provides insight about those living on the streets in Everett, as well as the progress made by the City and its community partners in addressing the challenges of homelessness, addiction and mental illness. The video takes a closer look at the three prongs of the comprehensive Safe Streets plan: enforcement and outreach, diversion, and housing. 

The video is available on our website and YouTube channel.

“This is a great way for our community to learn about some of the progress we’ve made so far, as well as the challenges we’re still facing,” said Hil Kaman, Everett’s director of public health and safety. “A common thread throughout the video is the importance of providing housing for individuals on the street, no matter what their individual circumstances or issues might be.”

The video features Everett Police officers and social workers, Everett Fire’s assistant chief of EMS, and many of the community partners who have been working closely with the City, inlcuding Snohomish County, Providence Regional Medical Center Everett, and Catholic Community Services. 

In the video, Snohomish County’s Lauren Rainbow describes the wide range of people and circumstances on the streets:

There’s no one reason which causes people to become homeless. There’s a variety of reasons and each individual situation is unique to that person. We see a lot drug and alcohol use; mental illness is huge. We see a lot of women fleeing domestic violence. With our veterans, we see a lot of trauma and PTSD. But we also see a lot of people who moved to the area, they had a job, the job fell through, they missed a rent payment and then they’re on the street. And it’s very hard, once you get into that cycle, to break out of it. 

“These are your fellow Everett citizens. Their last address is usually an Everett zip code,” explains Sarah Jayne Barrett, Catholic Community Services, in the video. “It’s hard to sometimes think of people who don’t have a home as being your neighbor, but even if the streets are their home, they’re still your neighbor.” 

The video includes a look at key Safe Streets programs and projects, including CHART, embedded social workers, and low-barrier supportive housing, and how they are having a positive impact on individuals’ lives and the community as a whole.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“A lot of percentage of people down there are decent people who are just down on their luck and need some help,” explains Everett Police Sergeant Jeff Hendrickson in the video. “Substance abuse issues, obviously, are pretty rampant, but that doesn’t make them bad people. And if we can get those people into housing we have a much better chance of trying to stabilize them and get them some sort of treatment so they actually get back as a functioning person within the society.” 

Special thanks to those who participated in the project:

· Lauren Rainbow, Embedded Social Worker, Snohomish County
· Sgt. Mike Braley, Everett Police
· Hil Kaman, Director of Public Health and Safety, City of Everett
· Sgt. Jeff Hendrickson, Everett Police
· Julie Zarn, Regional Director, Sisters of Providence Health System
· Tim Key, Assistant Chief of EMS, Everett Fire
· Anthony Aston, Bureau Chief of Corrections, Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office
· Robin Fenn, Research Manager, Snohomish County Human Services 
· Sarah Jayne Barrett, Director of Housing Services, Catholic Community Services

We are also grateful to Julie Frauenholtz, Community Streets Initiative coordinator, and Filiz Efe McKinney of Brave Sprouts Productions for coordinating and creating the video.

Learn more about the Everett Safe Streets Plan.

Learn more:
For more information on the Community Streets Initiative, visit www.everettwa.gov/streetsinitiative. 
For more information on the Safe Streets Plan, visit www.everettwa.gov/safestreets. 
Sign up for email updates at www.everettwa.gov/notifyme.
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